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J@C\PINE RIVER
WATERSHED

Mission: The stated mission of the Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed is to educate, influence,
promote and support community-based stewardship of natural resources in the Porcupine River
watershed, and to provide community-based guidance for the good management, enhancement, and
utilization of healthy, sustainable, aquatic, and terrestrial ecosystems.

Acknowledgement: The Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed members recognize and
acknowledge that the Porcupine River Watershed is situated on Treaty #9 territory and on the
traditional territory of Indigenous Nations including the Mushkegowuk (Cree), Anishinabewaki and
Métis.

Date: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Video Conference (Zoom - Link in email)

Attendance:
Board Members and Guest(s) Present: Brenda Torresan, Rick Cecconi, Angie Corson, Michel
Dupuis, Roxane Filion, Cristina Colantonio, Graham Campbell

Board Members Regrets: Karlie Maki, Meaghan Stringer

Welcome members.

= Approval of Agenda:
Motion to approve agenda by Rick Cecconi. Seconded by Angie Corson. All in favour.

= Approval of past minutes:
Motion to approve minutes from December 1st, 2021 by Cristina Colantonio, seconded by Rick Cecconi.
All in favour.

* Mail: Incoming/Outgoing:

* Treasurer’s Report: (Rick C) Current balance of 2664.81$. Upcoming payment coming up for website
of around 109$.
Motion to approve treasurer's report by Roxane Filion. Seconded by Angie Corson. All in favour.

Board Reports:

1. The Submission Letter for the City Official Plan. (Approval)

Letter to City of Timmins' planning committee read. One line was added and minor edits were made. Will
update the links of supporting studies and RAP and send final copy for approval. (See Appendix A below)
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2. Submissions of recommendations for Official Plan: Roxane/Angie.
Table of recommendation was circulated for additions and sent to FPRW Board for comments and input. Will
format and send with letter. (See Appendix B below)

3. Update from Graham on Strat Plan Project: Connecting trail links.

Currently assisting the FPRW with planning a possible dedicated trail head area and connection link from
Porcupine Lake trail to Ross Stringer's trail. Graham presented feasibility, opportunities, and challenges for
this project, followed by board discussion on the next steps.

4. New Business: 2022 FPRW Board Meetings will be scheduled on 2nd Wednesdays at 7pm for now, but we
will remain open to input regarding a suitable day/time to try to accommodate board members.

» PLCdiscussion: Dec 2021 meeting was cancelled. The minutes from the 25 Oct 2021 meeting can be
viewed here: https://timmins.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=1750
Agenda items for the PLC can be sent to Brenda T. until a week prior to the next PLC meeting.

Next FPRW board meeting: 9 March 2022 (videoconference)
Next PLC meeting: March 2022.

Adjournment: 8:42pm


https://timmins.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=1750
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Appendix A - Letter regarding City of Timmins Official Plan.

March 2, 2022

Re: Recommendations to City Official Plan regarding the Porcupine River Watershed

Dear City Council and Planning Committee,

The Friends of the Porcupine Watershed board members support the City Official Plan's stated vision to
"realize a strong, safe and sustainable City" and welcome the opportunity to provide input on this planning
tool.

As a non-profit group advocating for the health of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems within the Porcupine
River watershed, we’d like to ensure some priorities are part of the city’s plans. Various studies conducted
over the last decade suggest the past century created concentrated pressure on the Porcupine River
Watershed. The cumulative effects of mine and mineral processing operations, lack of wastewater
infrastructure, and ongoing urban expansion adversely impacts watershed health. Such impacts include
elevated heavy metal concentrations, nutrient overload, loss of habitat, and unsafe recreational water usage,
to name a few.

Over the last three years, the collaborative work between the Porcupine Liaison Committee members has
been a positive step forward. This partnership consists of levels of government, industry, health unit,
conservation authority, and community members. Their work has yielded additional studies and enhanced
water sampling programs, which indicated elevated heavy metal concentration in the fish population,
elevated bacterial levels, increase of bedload and suspended solids, all while creating community
partnerships, which have allowed the FPRW priorities to remain in the forefront of every discussion.

We would like to see included in the Official Plan:

= A commitment to maintain the Public Liaison Committee: Maintaining an active PLC committee and
partnering with industry, government, and community members is important, not only for
supporting a healthier Porcupine River Watershed, but can also provide a model of multi-level
cooperation for community development in Northern Ontario.

= Aseries of recommendations (see attached PDF) to support science-based remediation and
protection efforts within the impacted Porcupine River Watershed.

= A proactive approach to develop new remediation and protection goals for the Porcupine River
Watershed based on extensive historical and current studies and remedial action plans.

We believe land-use planning must support socioeconomics and environmental sustainability, respectively.
Unfortunately, our fragile watershed cannot continue to support the existing land-use Plan, as it disregards
the ecological health of the watershed. We want to ensure proper land-use planning within the Porcupine
River Watershed for current and future residents' well-being and support biodiversity and traditional
Indigenous land use.

Please find attached a list of recommendations accompanied by the applicable section of the Official Plan.
We are also providing links to the studies which support our recommendations; we would like these added in
the Appendices of the Official Plan as they constitute an essential tool for development.
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Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require additional information,

Sincerely,

Brenda Torresan Angie Corson

President Vice President

Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed
Attachments:

FPRW Recommendations (Attached PDF document: FPRW_Recommendations_COT_Official Plan_Feb2022)

Supporting Documents:
The Porcupine River Remedial Action - Plan Stage One Report (RAP1) — Friends of the Porcupine River
Watershed (PDF)

The Porcupine River Watershed Remedial Action Plan — Stage 2 Report (RAP2)— Friends of The
Porcupine River Watershed (PDF)

RAP recommendations summary - status of some of the goals and objectives (see attached PDF)

Porcupine River Study (1998 - 2000) Effluent Sources and Nutrient Monitoring — Ministry of
Environment

Porcupine Lake and River Study — Mattagami Region Conservation Authority — 1978

August 2020. Porcupine Lake Enhanced Sampling Program and Sewage Impact Report. Hutchinson
Environmental Services Ltd. PLC Minutes of September 28, 2020, item #4.a)

2020 Porcupine Lake Annual Water Quality Monitoring Report. Pinchin Ltd. (Retrieved from PLC Minutes of
February 22, 2021- item #5a))

Fish contaminant levels and consumption advisories for Porcupine Lake, Satyendra Bhavsar, Ph.D., P.Eng
(October 26, 2020)



https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-1-Report.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-1-Report.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-2-Report-final.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-2-Report-final.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Porupine-River-Study-1998-2000-Effluent-Sources-and-Nutrient-Monitoring.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Porupine-River-Study-1998-2000-Effluent-Sources-and-Nutrient-Monitoring.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/1978-01-Porcupine-Lake-River-Study-by-Acres-Consulting-Services-Ltd-fo....pdf
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/94974/2020-08-18_190089_porcupine-lake-sewage-impact-win.pdf?handle=7A8E7C91A6D240B9AB04064FE6E6326B
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/94974/2020-08-18_190089_porcupine-lake-sewage-impact-win.pdf?handle=7A8E7C91A6D240B9AB04064FE6E6326B
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/101665/Porcupine%20Watershed%20Public%20Liaison%20Committee%20-%20.pdf?handle=C58CEAC237D746B9A56BD7BEB3B5BC6F
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/101665/Porcupine%20Watershed%20Public%20Liaison%20Committee%20-%20.pdf?handle=C58CEAC237D746B9A56BD7BEB3B5BC6F
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Porcupine-Lake-Advisory-Update-2020-10.pdf
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Appendix B - Table of FPRW recommendations and RAP applicability - City Official Plan

streams, are maintained at pre-development levels and
that the cumulative impacts of development (within the

b part of
infrastructure design.

plant.

Friends of the Porcupine River hed - List of dations - City of Timmins Official Plan
Section of City Official Plan OP Page # Description of RAP Applicability RAP Recommendation RAP page # RAP description Applicability
14. (20 new draft) Ensring the conservatian and/or enhancement of the Restoration of natural flow via removal of woody debris ams and
2.1 Embracing Communty Development 1 environmental attributes and natural hertage featuras nuisance beavers. Reduce average algal and duck weed denshy (ths | RAP2p.29
andareas of the communiry. would enable canoe/kayaks on Porcupine River, etc.}
37. The Po RverWatershed lty should prowide
22, [291n new draft) Planning so that major facilites and sensitve land uses and other . m:f':f:m”:“: m”“m':l“::’::i Hﬁ;m "'m:"::nm .
2.1 Embracing Co Development 12 land tely designed, buffered ted i T RAP2,0.15
mbracing Community Developme: competing land uses are appropriately designed, andorseparated from eachather | e eaterin ther Offatpanto | ™7 29
to prevent land use confiits.
be maintained undisturbed as 3 natural protection zone.
23.{301n new draft} Creating a ‘city besutful on a four-seasons basis through integrating the
tural rugged beauty with lty urban design and Applcabilty t the oid Ratclf the
naturaliugs ty wi - auality 2 Invest in native revegetation around lakes and waterbodies in the pplicability at the ol property,
2.1 Embracing Community Development 12 theme, tsandcuture the | ™ e city's property on Evan straet near the
reupine River Waters
Fh and providing for welk dean and saf nd P creek, and Pearl Lake.
properties.
"23) Ensuring equitable access to clean and healthy water. Ensuring that the Mattagami
ot e e ety sty i o e ot g s e | e el
may a safety, and sustainabil is natural drinking water resource.
Y . iy e Support science based remediation and protection efforts within the Maintaining an active PLC committee and
Pos RiverWatershed o ith industs nd
24) Supporting sustainable forestry management practices and the protection and sound usa| P e e pa """w‘" o ”‘If::'"”h:""
community members will be key
of our finite natural ) RAP2,p. 9 Table
2.1 Embracing Community Development B new draft) ourfinte naturalresources. RAP rec for referance: RAP 2: Table 4. [3). The federnl, provincial and nmL B 125% | cupporting a healthy Porcupine River
A I s well s the MRCA and all oth Watershed and making fta model of best
River Watershed stakeholders, should endorse the Porcupine River practices for community development in
Watershed RAP tation structure ted in Chapter8 Northern Ontario.
25) Maintaining, strengthen, and where possible, enhancing the vitality and viability of the Pl':l;:J ﬁem:::':m" b km”::'em o " r8of mQntarie.
downtowns in the City. Innovative approaches to encourage the broadest range of ould participate fuly as partners.
commercial and residential uses shall The cry
Land use pattems will be based on densities that efficiently use land, infrastructure and
e pattems wi ondensities iciently use land,infrastructure 3 Rap 2: Table 4. [2) The ecosystem approach which includes concepts
2.2 Promating Efficent, Cost Effective public service facilties, avoid the need for andfor
13 such as sustainable development, should be integrated into future land | RAP 2 pg 9
Development and Land Use Patterns infrastructure, support the use of public transit, and are appropriate to the type of sewage
use and economic planning processes whithin the watershed
andwater systems which are planned or available.
A development and land use patterns that will hinder the efficent of
2.2 Promoting Efficient, Cost Effective - m"“l':'“":'d © :m: . wepa ”‘:m e ml hl;m‘ ;'k:"’"“" RAP1-RAP2: Cummulative impacts from all sources will be considered in | Rap 1 and 2and
ment areas or which may cause environmentsl or public health and safety concerns
Development and Land Lse Patterns v v the case of proposed development in the Porcupine River Watershed, | other studies
will be discouraged.
discouraging the sale or disposal of publicl cwned lands in
2.7 Providing Parks, Recreation Facilties & ” ornear yeemEnd on
Openspace A
penspace reas encouraging landscaping and lgreen’ design in the
development of private and public developments.
Provide additionnal oportunites for the
) public to dispase of hazardous waste would
Table d. (24)T nd othe hould
2.8 Providing Waste Management able d. {24 2 ' AP 2, table 4, pg | be beneficial for reduction and prevention
) Providing waste management systems andservice cooperatively develop permanent programs, facilities and schadules for
Systems and Services. 13 of persistent toxic contaminants waste in
the collaction and safe disposal of househokd hazardous wastes.
the enrvironment including in the zlreacy
impacted PRW.
Table 4. (32} The nt overtand water run off from hard
2.8 Protecting and Managing Natural T ¥'s natural resources pr ‘economic and sodal able 4. {32} The cry an pmentin RAP2, Tabled, | P1EVENTOVEriana waterrun off from
27 to develop a wetland/ shoreline restoration plan to ensure that native surfaces into our waterbodies and storm
Resources. benefits to our residents, business peaple and visitors. page 15
vegetation ks maintained drains.
Development and site alteration may be permitted in significant wildife habitat,in significant
areas of natural and scentific interest {ANST} or on adjacent lands to, ish habitat, significant
wetlands, significant wildlfe habitat and significant areas of natural and scientific interest i it
s demaonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or their ackl that i scklion t the S lgrificant llfe Techrica! e, hat all To protect and conserve remaining aquatic
scalogical functions. Site specfic maybe by a qualified Tabled. (34) | habitats by applying the o netloss of
2.9.6- Natural Heritage Resources 23 ‘ development willinclude a no net loss development plan to ensure that
toconfim or determine an alternative adjacent land width. Adjacent lands will be o Page 15 habitat principle’ to all urban, rural, and
determined through reference to the Significant Wildife Habitat Technical Guide, MNR. '“' g shoreline development of redevelopment.
for andorsite within natural heritage festures
andareas or on adjacent lands will be subject to an Impact Assessment. This assessment
shallbe prepared by a qualfied professional
These water bodies contribute significantly to the City’s high quality of ife, as they provide
2 67 Water feso “ valuable opportunities for sourcas of drinking watar, recreation, shoreline development and [ time of their next cyclical review to indlude  strategy 1o prevent
ater Resources
fish and widife habitat. Addressing water related issues from a watershed-hased planning |increased phosphorous
approach bs a critical first step in protecting the City’s water resource.
The quality q yof g “will be protected, imp
restored by g impacts of a development proposal ata
identifying surlace water features, ground water features, hydrologic functions and natural
heritage features and areas integral to nd integrity of the
ider that «of the protection that for the Mata
2.9.7 Water Resources 15 watershed — promoting efficient and sustainable use of water resources, including practices | ¢ CoTider that some of the protection that apply forthe Matagami | oo by
River shoud also apply to the Porcupine river watershed
for water conservation and sustaining water quality — ensuring best stormwater
practices to d loads from
entering the Mattagami River, and maintain or increase the extent of vegetative and
pervious surfaces.
plans shall be considered to rectify existing
loading to the watarshed ted with the jurisdiction planned growth
2.9.7 Water Resources a7 nutrient, contaminant, arosion or hydraulic flow issues. Stormwater management planning m:‘ . "‘m Teed associatediwit the Jursdiction planned & RAP2 pg 10
and development.
should indlude water quality targets. "
i} In the desi tion of infrastructure best
management practices shall be used to ensure:
207 Water Fesoures . b. That post-development flows, particularly in recetving Consider that development be planned o the capacity of the treatment
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Appendix B - Table of FPRW recommendations and RAP applicability - City Official Plan

(Continued)

V) The Muniipaity, hority
strategy for that consistent serles of best
2.9.7 Water Resources 8 practices, corridor point and non-point source:
controts and tershed and
basis
‘Add a line to the following to highlight the signifiant status of PRW (Le.:
(.. The quality ofg willbe protected, improved impacts of a proposalata Rap 1and2 and
2.9.7Water Resor 3438
ater Resources or restored by: impacts ofa proposalata L regarding dvers other studies.
findings In Porcupine River Watershed...|
:E :T;:T:gl:f:i;“m“"nﬂ” e RAP2 - Table 4, Recommendations 9 to 13
: w5 —
212 Protecting PublcHeathandSatety | 12,122 Flood Hazards 47 Add: 2.12.7 Water-reaited public health lssues - Preventing heaith =garding m‘:‘;:"“ " e The
[2.12 s the new designation in 3rd OP waty 2.12.3 Other Natural Hazards 48 ssues related tofh consumaten and swimming advisares inPorcupine (RAP2,pp. 1011 | FEEETR T Ei“w“bga i
draft) 2.12.4 Mine Hazards 48 Lake and other impacted lakes within the City of Timmirs. i mwmw‘" a mination
2.12.5 Contaminated Sites and Brownfields 50 ; ‘m'g P “:‘_“:“;,‘
2.12.6 Wikdiand Fire Hazards and Assessment 51 ppasses .
Waterfront development in the Resource Development Area, includ land
ateriront cevelopment e Bevelopment Area, Including seasana| 3 Consider site plan control o ensure that development is completed in
2.4.3- Waterfront development 3 penmanent residential ses, willondy be pe there i rotections to thy {buffer area, restoration
A " demanstrated capacty ofthe water body to sccammodate the intended developmentand (0" oo L e matorts oo o st e eiomons)
in compliance with Section 3.4.5 - Planning Principies. - peces, propes :
3.4.3 Alake capacity plan, where prepared, shall use provindially acceptable
maodeling techniques for determining lake capacity. Lake capacity plans may be Within the for — ok " sk
prepared by the afth bythe orthrougha| "™ .I.:: " Porupine et EETM '“"‘;""; e vel kel
3.4 Resource Development Area ) partnership i.e. lake association, municipality, privateinterest. Priarity will be |0 oo e XS cumuistive pressue andaduerse
’ o effacts and from the Remedial Action
given to preparinglake capacity plans for lakes facing development pressuresin |~ "~ 08T
the municipality. (*)
Table 4 {25 and 26} efforts should be directed toward source control at
2 compatible lsnd use? mining and residential? mine sites both opened and closed and the quality of the water thatis | RAP 2 pg 13

discharged into the watershed




