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Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed 
 February 23, 2022 - Minutes 

 
 

Mission: The stated mission of the Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed is to educate, influence, 
promote and support community-based stewardship of natural resources in the Porcupine River 
watershed, and to provide community-based guidance for the good management, enhancement, and 
utilization of healthy, sustainable, aquatic, and terrestrial ecosystems.  
 
Acknowledgement: The Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed members recognize and 
acknowledge that the Porcupine River Watershed is situated on Treaty #9 territory and on the 
traditional territory of Indigenous Nations including the Mushkegowuk (Cree), Anishinabewaki and 
Métis.   
 
 
 
Date: Wednesday, February 23, 2022     Time: 7:00 pm   
Location: Video Conference (Zoom - Link in email)  
 
 
 
Attendance:   

Board Members and Guest(s) Present: Brenda Torresan, Rick Cecconi, Angie Corson, Michel 
Dupuis, Roxane Filion, Cristina Colantonio, Graham Campbell 
 
Board Members Regrets: Karlie Maki, Meaghan Stringer 

 
 
Welcome members. 
 

▪ Approval of Agenda:  
Motion to approve agenda by Rick Cecconi. Seconded by Angie Corson. All in favour. 

 

▪ Approval of past minutes:  
Motion to approve minutes from December 1st, 2021 by Cristina Colantonio, seconded by Rick Cecconi. 

All in favour.  

 

▪ Mail: Incoming/Outgoing: 
 
▪ Treasurer’s Report: (Rick C) Current balance of 2664.81$. Upcoming payment coming up for website 

of around 109$.  
Motion to approve treasurer's report by Roxane Filion. Seconded by Angie Corson. All in favour. 

 

 

Board Reports: 

 

1. The Submission Letter for the City Official Plan. (Approval) 

Letter to City of Timmins' planning committee read. One line was added and minor edits were made. Will 

update the links of supporting studies and RAP and send final copy for approval.  (See Appendix A below) 
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2. Submissions of recommendations for Official Plan: Roxane/Angie. 

Table of recommendation was circulated for additions and sent to FPRW Board for comments and input. Will 

format and send with letter.  (See Appendix B below) 

 

3. Update from Graham on Strat Plan Project: Connecting trail links. 

Currently assisting the FPRW with planning a possible dedicated trail head area and connection link from 

Porcupine Lake trail to Ross Stringer's trail. Graham presented feasibility, opportunities, and challenges for 

this project, followed by board discussion on the next steps.   

 

4. New Business:  2022 FPRW Board Meetings will be scheduled on 2nd Wednesdays at 7pm for now, but we 

will remain open to input regarding a suitable day/time to try to accommodate board members.  

 

 

▪ PLC discussion: Dec 2021 meeting was cancelled. The minutes from the 25 Oct 2021 meeting can be 
viewed here: https://timmins.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=1750  

 Agenda items for the PLC can be sent to Brenda T. until a week prior to the next PLC meeting.  

 
 
Next FPRW board meeting:   9 March 2022 (videoconference) 
 
Next PLC meeting: March 2022.  
 
Adjournment: 8:42pm 
 
 
  

https://timmins.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=1750
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Appendix A - Letter regarding City of Timmins Official Plan. 
 
 
March 2, 2022 
 
Re:  Recommendations to City Official Plan regarding the Porcupine River Watershed 
  
 
Dear City Council and Planning Committee, 
 
The Friends of the Porcupine Watershed board members support the City Official Plan's stated vision to 
"realize a strong, safe and sustainable City" and welcome the opportunity to provide input on this planning 
tool.  
 
As a non-profit group advocating for the health of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems within the Porcupine 
River watershed, we’d like to ensure some priorities are part of the city’s plans. Various studies conducted 
over the last decade suggest the past century created concentrated pressure on the Porcupine River 
Watershed. The cumulative effects of mine and mineral processing operations, lack of wastewater 
infrastructure, and ongoing urban expansion adversely impacts watershed health. Such impacts include 
elevated heavy metal concentrations, nutrient overload, loss of habitat, and unsafe recreational water usage, 
to name a few.  
 
Over the last three years, the collaborative work between the Porcupine Liaison Committee members has 
been a positive step forward. This partnership consists of levels of government, industry, health unit, 
conservation authority, and community members. Their work has yielded additional studies and enhanced 
water sampling programs, which indicated elevated heavy metal concentration in the fish population, 
elevated bacterial levels, increase of bedload and suspended solids, all while creating community 
partnerships, which have allowed the FPRW priorities to remain in the forefront of every discussion.  
 
We would like to see included in the Official Plan: 

▪ A commitment to maintain the Public Liaison Committee: Maintaining an active PLC committee and 

partnering with industry, government, and community members is important, not only for 

supporting a healthier Porcupine River Watershed, but can also provide a model of multi-level 

cooperation for community development in Northern Ontario. 

▪ A series of recommendations (see attached PDF) to support science-based remediation and 

protection efforts within the impacted Porcupine River Watershed. 

▪ A proactive approach to develop new remediation and protection goals for the Porcupine River 

Watershed based on extensive historical and current studies and remedial action plans.   

 
 
We believe land-use planning must support socioeconomics and environmental sustainability, respectively. 
Unfortunately, our fragile watershed cannot continue to support the existing land-use Plan, as it disregards 
the ecological health of the watershed. We want to ensure proper land-use planning within the Porcupine 
River Watershed for current and future residents' well-being and support biodiversity and traditional 
Indigenous land use.  
 
Please find attached a list of recommendations accompanied by the applicable section of the Official Plan. 
We are also providing links to the studies which support our recommendations; we would like these added in 
the Appendices of the Official Plan as they constitute an essential tool for development.    
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Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require additional information, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
Brenda Torresan     Angie Corson 
President      Vice President 
Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed  Friends of the Porcupine River Watershed 
 
 
Attachments: 
FPRW Recommendations (Attached PDF document: FPRW_Recommendations_COT_Official Plan_Feb2022) 
 
Supporting Documents:  
The Porcupine River Remedial Action - Plan Stage One Report (RAP1) – Friends of the Porcupine River 
Watershed (PDF) 
 
The Porcupine River Watershed Remedial Action Plan – Stage 2 Report (RAP2)– Friends of The 
Porcupine River Watershed (PDF) 
 
RAP recommendations summary - status of some of the goals and objectives (see attached PDF) 
 
Porcupine River Study (1998 - 2000) Effluent Sources and Nutrient Monitoring – Ministry of 
Environment 
 
Porcupine Lake and River Study – Mattagami Region Conservation Authority – 1978 
 
August 2020. Porcupine Lake Enhanced Sampling Program and Sewage Impact Report.  Hutchinson 
Environmental Services Ltd. PLC Minutes of September 28, 2020, item #4.a)  
 
2020 Porcupine Lake Annual Water Quality Monitoring Report. Pinchin Ltd. (Retrieved from PLC Minutes of 
February 22, 2021- item #5a))  
 
Fish contaminant levels and consumption advisories for Porcupine Lake, Satyendra Bhavsar, Ph.D., P.Eng 
(October 26, 2020) 
 
 
  

https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-1-Report.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-1-Report.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-2-Report-final.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Porcupine-River-Watershed-Remedial-Action-Plan-Stage-2-Report-final.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Porupine-River-Study-1998-2000-Effluent-Sources-and-Nutrient-Monitoring.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Porupine-River-Study-1998-2000-Effluent-Sources-and-Nutrient-Monitoring.pdf
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/1978-01-Porcupine-Lake-River-Study-by-Acres-Consulting-Services-Ltd-fo....pdf
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/94974/2020-08-18_190089_porcupine-lake-sewage-impact-win.pdf?handle=7A8E7C91A6D240B9AB04064FE6E6326B
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/94974/2020-08-18_190089_porcupine-lake-sewage-impact-win.pdf?handle=7A8E7C91A6D240B9AB04064FE6E6326B
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/101665/Porcupine%20Watershed%20Public%20Liaison%20Committee%20-%20.pdf?handle=C58CEAC237D746B9A56BD7BEB3B5BC6F
https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/101665/Porcupine%20Watershed%20Public%20Liaison%20Committee%20-%20.pdf?handle=C58CEAC237D746B9A56BD7BEB3B5BC6F
https://friendsoftheporcupineriverwatershed.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Porcupine-Lake-Advisory-Update-2020-10.pdf
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Appendix B - Table of FPRW recommendations and RAP applicability - City Official Plan 
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Appendix B - Table of FPRW recommendations and RAP applicability - City Official Plan 
(Continued) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


